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the gates shut, and sir John Hotham, the gover-
nor, upon the walls, though with a great deal of
seeming humility and protestations of loyalty to
his person, yet with a positive denial to admit any
of the king's attendants into the town. If his ma-
jesty pleased to enter the town in person with any
reasonable number of his household, he would sub-
mit, but would not be prevailed on to receive the
king, as he would be received, with his force,
though those forces were then but very few.
The king was exceedingly provoked at this re-
pulse, and indeed it was a great surprise to us all;
for certainly never prince began a war against the
whole strength of his kingdom under the circum-
stances that he was in. He had not a garrison, or
a company of soldiers in his pay; not a stand of
arms, or a barrel of powder, a musket, cannon, or
mortar ; not a ship of all the fleet, or money in his
treasury to procure them ; whereas the parliament
had all his navy, and ordnance, stores, magazines,
arms, ammunition, and revenue, in their keeping.
And this I take to be another defect of the king's
counsel, and a sad instance of the distraction of his
affairs ; that when he saw how all things were going
to wreck, as it was impossible but he should see it,
and it is plain he did see it, that he should not,
long enough before it came to extremities, secure
the navy, magazines, and stores of war, in the hands
of his trusty servants, that would have been sure to
have preserved them for his use, at a time when he
wanted them.
It cannot be supposed but the gentry of Eng-
land, who generally preserved their loyalty for
their royal master, and at last heartily showed it,
were exceedingly discouraged at first, when they
saw the parliament had all the means of making
war in their own hands, and the king was naked

